RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
which he owed to his knowledge of geology. His sister, Mrs Lyman, when I was staying with her, once told me, after dinner, how her brother really got connected with these mines, and the true story is not nearly so useful for pointing a moral as the old. She said : " When Alexander was a freshman at Harvard, he got acquainted with a happy-go-lucky kind of undergraduate who was always trying to borrow money from his friends, and he borrowed some from Alexander. After a time the borrower's affairs came to a crisis. A meeting was called, and the assets divided among the creditors : as Alexander was the youngest of these, his turn came last, and the only thing left was a piece of land in a place he had never even heard of, much less seen. He protested vigorously against having to take it, but it was that or nothing, and nobody would buy it from him. This was the land on which the Calumet and Hecla mines were afterwards discovered."
President Eliot introduced during his term of office a very interesting scheme called the " Elective Scheme ", in which the candidates for degrees could, with certain restrictions, choose for themselves out of a long and varied list of subjects those on which they would be examined for their degree. This scheme is in accordance with the principle, which I believe is a sound one, that a student gets a better training by studying a subject which interests him than one which does not. The experiment was not very successful, and now the "elective principle" at Harvard has been modified and restricted. It had been found that the subjects which were chosen by the greatest number of students were the " soft options ", the subjects where the number of marks required to qualify for a degree could be obtained with the minimum amount of work.
The fact is that a large number of students have, to 264